All Saints’ North Hillingdon
17™ May 2026
Sunday after Ascension

At the beginning of Acts Jesus has been
with the disciples for forty days, teaching them
about the kingdom of God, and now ascends into
heaven. The disciples awaiting “the promise of
the Father”, the Holy Spirit. In this time before
Christ returns, the key themes are waiting,
witness, the role of the Spirit, a praying
community and God’s mission. Question:

How are you at waiting on the Lord in prayerful
expectancy? Or do you not expect him?

In I Peter, Christians are feeling
marginalised and persecuted. Peter does not
minimise their suffering, but says it has a purpose,
to find a deeper dependence upon God. As they
trust God ‘cast your burdens onto Jesus, for he
cares for you’, God will ‘strengthen and establish’
them. Question: What burdens or anxieties are
you carrying? Why don’t you trust them to the
God who cares for you?

In John Gospel Jesus prays firstly for
himself, then his disciples and all future believers.
He is in complete control, consciously framing his
death as the glorification that (relationally) brings
eternal life to believers; “that they may know
you.” As He prepares to leave, be prays for the
protection and unity of his disciples. Question to
ponder: Do you know that you are the Lord’s and
that Christ has prayed for you?

Together, these readings portray the
Church in a vulnerable space between Ascension
and Pentecost: waiting, suffering, praying, and
trusting; a little like the church today.

New Hymns of Songs and Worship 10 am service:

Opening | 94 | Hail, Thou once-despised Jesus

Psalm sung and response sung

Gradual 172 | Majesty, worship His Majesty

Offert’y | 254 | The Lord is King

Comm’n 179 | Meekness and Majesty

Sending 241 | Stand up, stand up for Jesus

FOOD BANK: Donations for our local food bank
@ rear of church.

Regular Mid-week Events: ¢

Wed - 10am Holy Communion @
10:30am Cake, Coffee & Chat in Hall

Thur - 7.30-8am Prayer meeting in Church
Thur - 10am-12 noon Men’s Shed Group
DIARY DATES:

Sun 24" May - Pentecost Sunday
Sun 31% May - Trinity Sunday

Christian Play: Wild Creatures
The Questor Theatre in Ealing from 26™-30™ May.
Let me know for Group discount if interested!

Deanery Evening Prayer on Sundays 5.30 pm
- 7*" June St Anselm Hayes - Archdeacon’s Visitation
- 5th July 2026 St Peter & St Paul Harlington

Deanery Synod
- 10*" June 2026 St Paul Ruislip Manor

Giving is part

of our worship
You can use the
QR code or place
an offering in the
basket >>>>>>>>

THIS WEEK'’S INTERCESSIONS (Updated list please
send me names + if suitable, what we are praying)
Michael Sullivan (in hospital) Mark Callaghan (-),
Hazel & Helen Parris (-), Mabel and Tony Poon-Jones
(-),Pat Szymanski (foot & joy), Maria Woods,
Jacqueline Potts (wrist), Marion Robinson (-): LORD,
give them courage and hope in their troubles; and
bring them the joy of your salvation.

t
We remember anniversaries of the deaths of: Eva
Russell, Richard Haunton, Michael Markey, Gardner
Sorum, Edward Levy, Mary Willan, Violet O’Donovan

Church Magazine Out: Submit articles for next
month: Your favourite recipe? How you came to
faith? A review of a play? An activity you go to?
Gardening tips? Local places to visit? Articles to
saintsalive.editor@gmail.com.

Visits / Home Communion / eMail list: Anyone who
would like a chat, pray or home communion, let me
know, or if you don’t receive this Bulletin by email:
Rev Ulric Gerry 07909 127 929 ulricgerry@icloud.com.

Ryefield Care Home Communion Services:
Dates for 2026: 2" June, 7" July. Tuesdays at 11am.
All Welcome.



17 May 2026

th Sunday of Easter

Sunday

COLLECT

O God the King of glory,

you have exalted your only Son Jesus
Christ

with great triumph to your kingdom in
heaven:

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour
Christ is gone before,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING
The reading from Acts must be used as
either the first or second reading.

Either Acts 1:6-14
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the apostles had come together,
they asked him, ”Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He
replied, “It is not for you to know the times
or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up towards heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood

by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking up towards heaven?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same

way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day's journey away. When they
had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot,

and Judas son of James. All these were
constantly devoting themselves to prayer,
together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

Or Ezekiel 36:24-28

PSALM
Psalm 68:1-10. 32-end (or 68:1-10) &
R Sing to God, sing praises to his name.

Let God arise and let his enemies be
scattered,;

let those that hate him flee before him.

As the smoke vanishes, so may they vanish
away;

as wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked
perish at the presence of God. R

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice
before God;

let them make merry with gladness.

Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
exalt him who rides on the clouds.

The Lord is his name; rejoice before him. R

Father of the fatherless, defender of
widows,
God in his holy habitation!
God gives the solitary a home
and brings forth prisoners to songs of
welcome,
but the rebellious inhabit a buming desert. R

O God, when you went forth before your
people,

when you marched through the wilderness,

The earth shook and the heavens dropped
down rain, at the presence of God, the

Lord of Sinai,

at the presence of God, the God of

Israel. R

You sent down a gracious rain, O God;

you refreshed your inheritance when it was
weary.

Your people came to dwell there;

in your goodness, O God, you provide for
the poor. R

Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth;
make music in praise of the Lord;

He rides on the ancient heaven of heavens
and sends forth his voice, a mighty voice. R

Ascribe power to God, whose splendour is
over lsrael,
whose power is above the clouds.
How terrible is God in his holy sanctuary,
the God of Israel, who gives power and
strength to his people!
Blessed be God. R

SECOND READING
Either 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
A reading from the first letter of Peter.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal that is taking place among you to
test you, as though something strange
were happening to you. But rejoice in so
far as you are sharing Christ's sufferings,
so that you may also be glad and shout
for joy when his glory is revealed. If you
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which
is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt
you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on
him, because he cares for you. Discipline
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion
your adversary the devil prowls around,

- to God, sing

Sing
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prai-ses to his name.
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Bible readings from N

looking for someone to devour. Resist him,
steadfast in your faith, for you know that
your brothers and sisters throughout the
world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. And after you have suffered for

a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. To him be the power for ever
and ever. Amen.

Or Acts 1:6-14

GOSPEL John 17:1-11
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Jesus looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your
Son so that the Son may glorify you, since
you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom
you have given him. And this is eternal
life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent. | glorified you on earth by finishing
the work that you gave me to do. So now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence
with the glory that | had in your presence
before the world existed. | have made your
name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything you
have given me is from you; for the words
that you gave to me | have given to them,
and they have received them and know in
truth that | came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. | am asking on
their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of
the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. All
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and

| have been glorified in them. And now |
am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as
we are one.”

POST COMMUNION

Eternal God, giver of love and power,

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all
the world

to preach the gospel of his kingdom:

confirm us in this mission,

and help us to live the good news we
proclaim;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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FROM AWARD-WINNING WRITER STEPHEN KEYWORTH

WILDGREATURES

PAUL PARKER MINA STROM

26TH - 30TH MAY 2026
QUESTORS THEATRE PLAYHOUSE

O

THREE STRAND
PRODUCTIONS

“) The Questors

THEATRE




